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I. Introduction.

TheCity hascompletedanewfour-yearConsolidatedPlanfor submissionto theU.S.
DepartmentofHousingandUrbanDevelopment(HUD). HUD requiresanewPlanif the
City is to continueto qualify for certainHUD fhndingresources.Theseinclude the
CommunityDevelopmentBlock Grant(CDBG), HomeInvestmentPartnershipAct
(HOME) andEmergencyShelterGrant(ESG)programs.HUD alsorequiresthat
applicationsfor severalotherfederalflinding programsinclude acertificationof
compliancewith a HUD approvedConsolidatedPlan.

ThepurposeofthePlanis to developanddiscloseacomprehensivestrategyfor
addressingtheCity’s HousingandCommunityDevelopment(HCD) needsoverafour-
yearperiod. HCD needsincludehousingrehabilitationandacquisition,affordable
housingconstruction,public facility improvements,crimeawareness,programsto assist
thehomeless,andeconomicdevelopment. In this Plan,HUD requiresthatHCD five year
needsarequantifiedto theextentfeasible;prioritiesareestablished;andactionplansare
developed.TheCity hasdecidedto do a fouryearplanto bettercoordinatewith the
timing ofthereleaseofcensusdata. For eachyearincludedin thisPlan,theCity will
conductanevaluationandpublisha ConsolidatedAnnualPerformanceandEvaluation
Report(CAPER),which is anevaluationofplanoutcomes. An annualactionplanfor
implementingthe ConsolidatedPlanwill bedevelopedandadoptedseparatelyby City
Council. It is importantto notethattheneeds’assessmentis communitybasedand
includesprograms,suchasSection8 andchild care,thatarenotprovidedor administered
by theCity.

With the adoptedPlan,theCity mayreceiveasmuchas$44 million in CDBG, HOME
andESGgrantsover fouryears.Although thesegrantsonly fundaportionoftheCity’s
HCD needs,theyarecritical to thecontinuationof anumberofprogramsimplementedby
variousCity departments,nonprofitsandotherorganizations.This Planwill beusedasa
resourcewhenapplyingfor otherfederal,state,local andprivatefoundationfunds.
Programswill leveragemorethan$40million in private capitaleachyear.

TheemphasisofthisPlanis on programsthatbenefit low incomehouseholds.Housing
costburdens,family size,homelessnessor thethreatsofhomelessness,andthespecial
needsofthe elderly andpersonswith disabilities,are importantconsiderations.The
provision ofsafe,decentandliveableneighborhoodsanddwellings isapriority. Programs
includepublic infrastructureandaccessibilityupgrades,neighborhoodrevitalization,
ProblemOrientedPolicing, codeenforcementandcapitalimprovements.

Throughoutthereport,referencesaremadeto CDBG eligible (target)areas.Thesetarget
areasareprimarily southofMcKinley Avenueandwestof ChestnutAvenue. Otherareas
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includeHighwayCity, Pinedale,El DoradoPark,andanumberofscattered
neighborhoodsin northwestandnortheastFresno(SeeMap 1, CDBG Eligible Areas).

BecauseU. S. Censusdatais tenyearsold, andnewdatawill not beavailableuntil 2003,
BUD ispermittingjurisdictionsto usethe statisticsandneedsassessmentsin theprior
five-yearConsolidatedPlan. Nevertheless,theCity hasendeavoredto collectsomenew
informationfrom theFresnocommunitysothatthePlancanbemorecurrentand
effective. This includedtheconductof anextensivecommunityoutreacheffort. The
informationgatheredthroughthelattereffort hasbeenanalyzedandusedin Plan
development.

As HUD intends,this reportcoversannualperiodsfrom July 1, 2000,throughJune30,
2004. Thesearethetime periodsusedin HUD’s IntegratedDisbursementandInformation
System(IDIS). Also, it is theperiodusedby theCity whenreferringto FiscalYears2001
through2004. However,theCity’s official time framefor theCAPER,andIDIS is July
15, 2001 throughJuly 14, 2004. This reportreferenceseithertime frame,asapplicable.

ThePlanincludesanExecutiveSummary;adescriptionofthecitizens’ participation
process;adisclosureandevaluationofhousingandcommunitydevelopmentneeds;a
prioritizationofneeds;ahousingandcommunitydevelopmentstrategy,anda four-year
actionplan.
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Map 1 - CDBG Eligible Areas
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